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Largest Children's Hospital 831 

Under the superintendence of American trained nurses, the 
nursing force is made up of Russian and Armenian Sisters. These 
nationalities, it is reported, make very good nurses, deft, clever, and 
eager to work. There is an immense amount to be done, for the chil- 
dren are given treatments anywhere from once a day to once an hour, 
and frequently operations are also necessary. These are not the 
dreaded events to the youngsters that might be expected, so fascinated 
are they with looking at the many bright instruments of the operating 
room, and receiving the undivided attention of the doctors and nurses. 
In fact, one small boy burst into loud sobs on being told that he would 
not need an operation! 

The treatment generally adopted consists of irrigating the eyes 
with a weak solution of potassium permanganate. Then copper sul- 
phate, silver nitrate, protagol, or argyrol, etc., is used, as the case 
may require. The children have their own nick-names for the differ- 
ent treatments. "Are they putting 'stone' on your eyes?" one small 
boy compares notes with another. "They're rubbing mine with 
'wood'." 

Only about two hundred of the children, the most serious and 
the surgical cases, are kept in bed. The others live the normal life 
of all the orphanage children, with school work of sorts that they 
can do with dimmed eyesight, and industrial work, sewing, weaving, 
carpentering, and shoemaking. This spring, under the instruction 
of an American agricultural expert, they are helping on a truck farm 
with which it is hoped to supply with vegetables all the twenty 
thousand children at Alexandropol. There is also plenty of time for 
play. When the children are first rescued, they seem to have forgot- 
ten how, and stand around, silent and pathetic, but a few weeks of 
healthy, happy life help them to forget, and soon they join eagerly in 
the native and American games and dances. 

So life at the trachoma hospital goes on, not at all drearily. It is 
hoped that eventually most of the little patients will be cured. Every 
month sees a few discharged, but with the present method of treat- 
ment a cure sometimes takes as long as two years, and this disease 
cannot be attacked scientifically, through its fundamental causes, for 
they are not yet known. "Send to these suffering children," begs the 
eye specialist in charge of the hospital, "a research worker with the 
power to discover the cause of trachoma." 



WHAT SHE GOULD BE 
Two tots were recently overheard discussing their plans for the future. 
"What are you going to be when you get big?" asked one. 
"Well, I am not going to be married and I am not going to be an old maid," 
was the reply. 

"You will have to be one or the other," said the first. 

"I won't either," was the rejoinder. "I guess I can be a nurse." 



